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results, quite unforeseen at the time, which were to be far-reaching
and disastrous to its own fortunes. On May 7 a letter appeared in
the press from Major-General Maurice, a high official soldier, recently
Director of Military Operations, challenging a statement by the Prime
Minister which seemed to imply that the British army in France was
" considerably stronger " at the time of the March attack than in the
previous year. General Maurice had been greatly angered by what
he considered to be unjust aspersions on the soldiers, and boldly sacri-
ficed his official career in order that the truth, as he believed it to be,
should be known.1
Parliament was bound to take note of such an allegation, and it
fell to Asquith, as leader of the Opposition, to ask the Government
what steps it proposed to take to investigate General Maurice's charges.
Bonar Law replied that it proposed to submit them to two judges.
To that Asquith demurred, on the ground, which he had often
maintained, that high judicial functionaries should not be involved
in political and Parliamentary controversies, and asked for a day to
discuss the matter. When the day came (May 9) Asquith proposed
an inquiry by a Select Committee instead of by two judges, and
developed the argument on that point, while studiously refraining
from passing any judgment on the charges and expressing the hope
that the Government would emerge from inquiry "not with
diminished but with enhanced authority and prestige."
But Ministers, it now appeared, had repented of the idea of holding
any sort of inquiry, and the Prime Minister now insisted, with a great
show of indignation, that Asquith's motion for a Select Committee
would be to all intents and purposes a vote of censure on the Govern-
ment at a most perilous moment in the war. The effect of this
sudden change of front was to throw the debate into confusion.
Asquith, who gready resented what he considered to be a wilful con-
fusion of the issue, unwisely carried his motion to a division, but
Liberal members were mostly ignorant of the facts, and, so far as
the merits of the case went, the principal criticisms of the Govern-
ment came from Conservative members many of whom sympathized
with General Maurice in the action he had taken. These, however,
1 The official figures of the strength of the army in the two years will be
found in the " Life of Lord Oxford and Asquith," Vol. II, p. 306.
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